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A hi STORY  OF  T;  “ GRAFF *“GRl 


♦ :,  > TL  was  the  liras  when 

Our  grandparents  wore  born  a vary  ^aa  t^e.  * successful 

hapoleou  I,  wanted  to  confer  aii  Europe.  At  i i-  **  »« ,Jfa^o.  Bat  ai- 
oo,  and  witn  ins  dr  cut  -rr‘.V  <-e  1 n.endea  a*  ■ ■ stayed" , (Job  3a,XL; 

re  ty  Oca  soon  to.d  * “ f » terioo  in  ibib,  and,  pa&aed  the  rest 

us  met  his  defeat  at  ^ ott-u.  ot  . he  died  in  1021. 

,1  his  days  in  exile  on  the  island  ot  St.  neiana,  \u -i  « 

,y  dear  grandmoth  3r  Grimm  ot  ten  ou.  - . ^t.  .«•-  ^ frorfi\he 

o ^ mother  « t«o  li^o  »•■*'  > <> » •;  Kay*  c-lci©?" 

%£i'i  WJ  ***  of  Nafol.cn  I.  xnaf  MS  o . nov  ,,  f»15.  _ .-r 

rother,  Joint  George  Graff,  '«s  «.nen  not  ^ww  ^br^o  yaa 

In  Germany  people  raised  many  ^ese  at  that  time.  About  i^Oa^ 

as  pi  rased,  ti.au  no  one  in  a village  01  .®**J  c raff  so  such  that  she  would 
anymore.  This  angered  our  great-grandmother  Graft  ^ ‘ uch,  ^ * 

ot  svay  in  Germany  any  longer,  dor  buabaoa.  out  ti  - ^ 

Graft,  also  had  made  up  “is  mna  long  betore  ana  old-world  traditions, 

to  a country  free  irorn  kings,  ana  threats  or  ..ar,  - 

E,,riv  in  ib6i  they  prepared  to  leave  their  home,  to  cross  the  mighty 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  ..o  to  a country  where  they  were  i reel  rum  tyrannical 
rulara.  ay  grandmother  Grimm  of  ton  told  me  that  tney  filled  many  baS-.  wltn 
riou  oread  before  they  1st t their  home,  to  use  as  tooa  on  the  boat. 

Whan  we  think  of  the  si  ail  sailboats  obey  had  at  that  time  ana  the 
roat  distance,  over  3000  mixes  across  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean,  we  w^t 
vender  at  the  courage  those  good  people  had. 

I do  not  remember  when  they  went  on  tne  beat,  no.  ^OCK 

the*  to  cross  tiie  ocean;  but  the  Roebiing  brothers  came  over  aoout  U>* 
jiue  time,  and,  it  may  he  on  Uo  same  boat,  dr  there  were  over  cOO  people 
hat  came  over  wit-  the  Roebiing  brothers.  ‘.hey  lef  u aurope  in  -iay  i di 
f„d  alter  a long  and  tedious  voyage  of  2$  'lontho,  tney  landed  in  Puixd- 
elphia,  where  our  great-grandparents  also  landed,  hater  a few  weeks  t ey 
departed  for  Pittsburgh  by  nay  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  crossing  «.ue 
Allegheny  mountains  by  the  "portage"  railroad  ana  inclined  planes.  This 
.aii road  does  not  exist  anymore  tor  many  years- 

The  route  from  Philadolpnia  to  Pittsburgh  went  first  by  horse -rail 
che  rails  wore  oi  wood  covered  with  strips  of  iron,  and  toe  cars  puiiea  oy 
orses,  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia  on  the  Susquehanna  aver  her,  uy 
canal  along  the  Sus  paenanna  ana  Juniata  Rivers  to  i.oinaay  sburg,  ^ tnen  over 
he  steep  sides  of  the  mountain  oy  a "portage"  railroad  to  Jonnsvown.  me 
"vortage'7  railroads  were  a series  of  inclines,  'fee  trains  were  puilea  up 
.heoe  mountain  sides  by  stationary  engines  and  let  uown  on  the  otner  side 
• a the  slope,  then  fro,.  Johns  to  -.a  by  canal  down  to  Pittsburgh. 

Tney  came  to  Pittsburg  i ic  was  only  a s.  all  to,-.,  at  that  time , iddl. 
Our  great-grandfather  Graff  wanted  to  buy  *to  acres  of  land  in  toe  hov.  down- 
town Pittsburgh  along  ice  Allegheny  River.  He  coul.  have  bad  the -40  acres 
for  y 200. GO,  Out  a friend  of  his,  ,r . K labor,  the  music  store  man,  who  .tya 
music  store  in  Pitt  . jt  - tnen  already  md  nas  pr  et  ty  well -to-do,  advised 
no,  not  to  buy  tnat  ...  a .p„  land,  nut  go  former  north 

to  he  had  very  cheaply  • 

Gori-v:  of  ieh*  wh.-,r,r;  v 


3o  i J c 


>,p  1 1*  it  ,1  /:  l t. 

haa  settiea  ax  re; 
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' -ere  good  land  was 
to  Gaxo.ibur  ; in 


u> 


v ronumo  ti».sr  Grimm  of  ten  to  As  me  ‘•ndt  -> '■>  * "ol1  ""  13 

came  to  America.  She  seeios  to  nave  itayed  - ■•  Pi  tts  urgh  ^ 

Henry  Horr,  uw  son'  of  a school-  f -aeher . in  aoout  l<iM.  &»*»*  «ad  two  c-.  ua 
raw:  JJarnarotj  who  died  i'jr‘  young,  and  i Asasetu,  born  July  a . '/ 

In  the  came  year  Mr.  oi  when  crossing  Uw  Allegheny  River  in  a ooat-- 
mere  were  no  bridges  yet  at  that  timer- fue  Host  capsized  and.  lie  was  aro..nwA 
Both  tne  fat.ur  ana  iitti.»  largarot  were  buried  in  a cemetery  near  w.eir 
home  , one  re  the  Smith  field  St.  church  no  e stands. 

A feu  years  later  t-e  cemetery  was  removes,  and  in  grandmotner  Grimm 
<•;  %a t there  to  claim  her  dead,  tney  had  already  bee.  taKen  away  axis*  jud 
never  found  out  snore  they  '.ere  buried. 

fne  afore-named  Henry  Graff,  our  great-grandf atuer,  marries  *iargax e t 
Fries  about  in  a year  ioue  or  iUj.0 , iney  livea  in  uustadt  near  Darmstadt 
an  Hessen.  Our  great-grandmother  Graff  Laa  two  brothers.  George  Henry 
2U«a  Adm  Fries,  ana  n see.  s they  had  another  brother  who  had  a daughter, 
Mary  Christina*  The  latter  die  a and  left  Las  one  daughter,  i'uo  wiaovv 
L ien  married  a dr.  Ulrich,  and  teey  had  »****  son.  ’nas  is  ail  a could 
find  out  of  tnia  family,  excepting  that  Mar;,  Onnstina  Pries  came  to 
America  in  i8b»2  and  became  tee  •>  ii'o  of  grandfather  <.ehn  George  draff. 


Our  ^eat-grandf atner,  henry  Graff,  raid  his  two  brothers- in- law, 
George  Henry  ana  Adam  Fries,  cams  10  Butler  Co.  renn’a.  ih  tiie  Soring  ci 
iH62'.  Henry  Graff  body  t one  farm,  a rart  of  wnici  is  yet  the  Graft  farm, 
on  which  Amos  Graff  was  still  living  until  lately  when  he  sold  trie  farm 
to  a stranger. 


J^iisX  f lO  V.  v<0  COiiiii  tO  l/f.J  ...'OCw  AO.  - O f i Q a . djOh; 

olaer  ones  have  fmoi.-i.  Our  ^rsat-granai  ar  .nts 
Fries  Graff , of  tne  f are t generation,  nau  to^r 
iaisabsth,  -argarot,  ana  Ae.am  Graff.  Margaret 


so:':'. e of  whom  at  least  v.e 
henry  Graff  and  Margaret 
children:  John  George, 

v. as  married  to  a Mr.  Uiric 


Sue  died  very  young.  Gi  her  t ,fily  1 hnew  nothing  else. 


JOIiH  GEORGE  C-RA??  married  V.’iry  Christina  Pries  m food.  They  had 

eight  children: 

Bal f nasar , oor,.  lent. 4,  lod4,  lived  on  j ■ .vu  days. 
yrary are t Graf f married  Adam  Kill.  t.  s.y  >.d  e children. 

George  died  very  young . 

William  married  >ertha  Claus.  They  nad  too  girls: 

Tiiiie  married  a ••••.r.  Archibald.,  fs. ey  nave  one  son,  Robert. 
Bertna  married  a r»  Goraan-  They  vavo  six  children: 

Charles  names,  liinarad  Logan.  Tney  nave  no  cniiaren. 
dstc id r marra.es  P my  i/c , « a . ey  :otV ..  e o £ . i id r en . . 1 1 . l e 

and  £_»ij.y  *.ou. 

(i.eso  t .o  /oiz  children  are  of.'  tne  seventh  generation.) 
Albert,  J ..■  no , Virginia  ana  Joan  are  single. 

Jonn  mar rie a V iso  Steineach.  They  had  4 children: 

John  ana  rexii'iouta  are  aead. 

Hazel  married  Harry  Simcox.  They  have  e children:  Harry* 

Thomas  ana  Betty  Lou. 
f axgaret  . . teb.  , <.v..  Shannon.  j.  e ><  Giv..  j children:  James 

j * a ..  u lores. 

n 

.'.'1  1 bfi  d V t | ' ■•  i J l / 0 * w ’ j f i>  9 1 vL  , t t i lO  .y  w <yl  i , X Ji:  * ' O *>  u \ 1 O * 
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taBCLAR  STATEMENT. /or  Ike  school  year  ending  June  1.  !«*• 

ncrPlPTS  EXPENDITURES 

fit  H0LAB6-  , TAX  AND  BATE  PER  CENT.  _ _ 
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SCHOOLS  TEACHERS 


DISTRICTS. 
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60  ul 
112  48 
127  m 
112  86 
70  68| 

39  52  . . 
76  76 
68  16' 
bS  <H>i 
91  58 
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106  4o: 

81  701 
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95  00 
72  20 
7 60 
42  56 
14  96 
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1 114  00 

95  00 

1 80  94 

51  20 

96  90 

' 21  28 | 

,|  72  96 

84  16 
.i  84  86 

83  60 
. 40  66 

I 41  41 
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1 AdeBi-  

I AlWh^wy  — 

3 Br^Jy 

4 Buffalo  

A Butler  l>*'r 

6 Bo  tier  twp  

7 Celt  re 

3 (Voire*  >11*  »*vr  • ■ • 
• Cherry 

10  Clay  ■ • ■ 

II  Clear6«*ld 

U Cilnt^a 

is  0— Tire • • • 

,«  ■ 

is  Craaberry  

K Donegal 

17  Falrtlew 

18  Forward 

18  Franklin.. ...•••• 
M>  Fmnklln,  (!»*•>■ 

« Hann^ny 

33  Harriet  ill* 

9 Jaakaoa  

K Ae#H^«a  

H Laaeaeaer* 

H Maiiarn 

r Hareer 

IS  Xlddtoaas...... 

9 Mlllemtown  bor 
PJ  Muddy  Creek... 

S\  Oakland 

31  Parker 

53  P*«B  •*•••  • •• 

54  Porieretllle  .. . 

9S  Pwapact 


*140  "" 
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t 800  00| 
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4 172  Tfil 
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876  00| 
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712  ool 
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849  49 I 
M2  01 1 
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I 17»  U 
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750  .81 
875  OO 
5o0  00 
61b  00 
400  00 
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26  00,  25  00 

...  23  I® 

26  nrV  26  00 
...  17  00 

27  AO  1®  20 


52  .39 


165  .67 


,371  114.. 
,00  106  . , 
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is  3 iVoil::::: 

3 40- 
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1S7  150.. 

\ l9:: 


186, 


XS  no|  1»  00 


3*  Smu-nburg 
3:  Slippery  Rock, 
38  Suniipil 

3W  Vfimugu 

40  W *«hi Jigtoii . . 

41  Winfield  . . 

41  Worth 

43  ZtliauopU... . 
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BALANCE  OK  DEBT 


EXPENDITURES. 


RECEIPTS. 


AND  KATE  PER  CENT 


TAX 


SCHOLARS. 


M6  3H 


MO  P*| 
218  00 
17  00 
10  (*0, 
730  00 


|S3  «7 
1H3  77 
12ft  00 
:s  on 
110  00 
8tf  48 

ul  ro 
21  uo 


fil $138  61.4. 

U2  *337  92  1,110  84  ». « 3 


14S  1'J 
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•200  00 
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73  72 
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720  4H>  3 
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338  63  3.3 


20  OO  2 


20  00  4 


3.272  !<4  22,003  1 - 
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BUTLER  COUNTY.  69 

^ IwMag  hi  (he  pfofemion,  and  in  order  to  secure  these  we  must  offer 
iMMr  inducements  The  progress  of  the  schools  was  not^satis- 

•Mtory,  sod  the  chief  cause  was  the  great  scarcity  of  well  qualified  teachers, 
advancement  in  edneattoo  could  scarcely  be  expected  while  the  de- 
a/  war  was  preying  with  such  fearful  havoc  upon  the  »er_v  vitals  of  the 
-—try,  but  the  glorious  sunlight  of  peace  again  amiles  upon  us,  and  its 
invigorating  Intueaee  will  aoea  restore  progreas  and  prosperity  to  every  de- 
ymtueat  of  civil  life.  • 9 


C * 

BUTL1R  COUNTY.— Asa  H Waters.  •<  ' *■ 

glin)  Jfsuin.  On  new  house  was  erected  in  Washington  township. 
This  to  barge,  substantial  furnished  with  ample  black-board  surface, 
flesn  me  still  several  bouses  unfit  for  nee,  which  will,  doubtless,  soon 
ba  removed  la  give  piece  for  new  ones.  I have  urged  the  importance  of 
building  eommodious  houses.  The  expense  is  but  little  more  wbdst  the 
caafort,  eouveulsuce  sad  health  of  both  teorbvee  *v •«  *•  *re  largely 

pi— still  I — neM—v-i  igita  u.  say,  that  there  is  not  sufficient  stteu- 
tton  gtven  to  i oc losing  and  ornamenting  the  grounds.  Some  bouses  stand 
immediately  on  the  road  side  without  any  iaclosnre,  and,  as  a consequence, 
daring  the  summer,  the  doors  sad  windows  ere  broken  in,  and  present  s 
most  unsightly  appearance,  beiide*  subjecting  the  district  |U  considerable 
expense  for  repairs.  This  would  be  prevented,  in  most  esses,  if  they  were 
tar  foe  mi  with  s strong  pailing  fence  end  provided  with  s good  gate  end  loek. 

Furniiurt. — More  attention  baa  been  paid  to  furniture.  Formerly,  almost 
anything  in  the  shape  of  a teat  or  desk  was  considered  sufficient.  Now, 
however,  all  the  new  houses  are  provided  with  good  desks  and  scats,  and, 
to  many  of  the  old  one*,  new  fornitnre  has  been  placed.  In  some  of  these 
tfcrr  are  not  properly  graded  to  suit  the  large  and  email  scholars.  This  is 
Ml  Important  matter.  Desks  and  seats  should  be  made  to  suit  the  ages  of 
to*  •efcelars.  It  is  absolutely  painful  to  see  children  perched  upon  high 
bencho  with  desks  touching  their  chins,  without  any  support  for  their  feet, 
and  large  .-molars  doubled  in  the  form  of  a crescent  over  low  desks,  suited 
only  for  small  •■toildrea. 

Apparatus A.  very  gratifying  advance  has  been  made  in  the  furnishing 

«f  apparatus.  Ten  districts  have  been  provided  with  full  .sets  of  ont-line 
»«pa,  since  my  last  report,  and  I was  highly  pleased  to  find,  in  my  visits, 
UM  most  of  the  schools  in  which  they  have  been  introduced,  were  using 
tb«*.  and,  in  some  instances,  with  remarkable  success.  In  eon>«  schools, 
bowvvi  r,  I am  sorry  to  say,  they  were  nsed  only  as  ornaments  for  the  walls. 
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BUTLER  COUNTY. 


Of  tbcir  utility  then*  eau  be  no  doubt  Directors  shooM  require  the  teach- 
er* to  uBe  them.  No  other  apparatus  ha*  been  introduced. 

Schools. Two  more  schools  hare  been  graded— those  of  Centrevillc  and 

ITarrisTille.  These  seem  to  be  doing  well,  and  doubtless  give  full  proof  of 
the  superiority  of  graded  schools. 

There  are  yet  two  which  ought  to  be  graded — loose  of  Harmony  and  Zei> 

enople.  To  theso  reference  was  made  in  my  last  report.  My  visits  to  thaw 

schools  last  winter,  have  fully  confii4^d  the  views  then  expressed. 

The  practice  of  dividing  the  school  term  Into  summer  and  winter  school* 
under  the  direction  of  different  teachers,  I am  pleased  to  find  is  gradually 
growing  iu to  disfavor.  In  a number  of  townships  now,  the  schools  are 
opened  early  in  the  fall,  and  continued  the  full  term  of  five  or  six  month* 
under  the  same  teacher.  In  this  case,  there  should  be  a short  recess  of  not 
more  than  two  weeks,  before  winter  begins. 

Ttachrrs, — The  teachers  have  acquitted  themselves,  generally,  In  an  ac- 
ceptable tanner.  Some  have  succeeded  exceedingly  well,  and  by  their 
diligence  and  tact,  have  earned  for  themselves  the  encomiums  of  parent* 
and  dtrseaer  . if  not  the  reward  due  for  their  faithfnl  labor.  There  are,  it 
it  true,  some  exceptions— some  entire  failure*.  The  number  of  , these,  1 
am  happy  to  say,  is  few,  and.  of  theae.  there  were  a*  many  males  as  females. 

The  views  expressed  last  year  with  reference  to  female  teacher*,  have 
been  strengthened  by  observation.  I am  satisfied  that  if  the  teacher*  are 
properly  sustained  and  encouraged  by  parents  and  director*,  there  would 
be  very  few  failnres,  and  success  would  attend  all  to  a much  greater  exter* 

A s far  ps  possible,  the  standard  of  qualittcation  ha*  been  raised  to  that 
commended  by  the  Department,  and  hence  the  number  of  applicant* 
ed  has  been  greater.  »- 

Vi  tit  at  ions — The  work  of  visiting  was  prosecuted  trem  the  opening 
the  closing  of  the  school  term,  with  little  km*  of  time.  In  all,  one 
dred  and  eighty  schools  were  visited,  leaving  a larger  number 
visited  than  there  was  last  year.  This  wm*  owing,  in -part,  to 
being  closed,  temporarily,  at  the  time  of  my  visit  Director*  accompanied 
me  in  some  of  theso  visits  I am  grat  lied  to  say,  that  in  some  districts  the 
directors  visit  the  schools  frequently,  and  la  others,  the  district 
are  performing  regular  visitations.  In  the  greater  nambW  *f  the  di 
however,  there  is  e want  of  interest  in  this  respect,  both  by  ettiaens 
directors. 

District  Institutes  — Whilst  in  n few  district*  institute*  w 
with  considerable  interest  and  advantage,  in  the  majority  they  were  *f 
me,  and  in  some  they  were  entirely  ignored.  Probably  It  ft  well  tlfilt 
laetitutes  has  been  fmade  optional.  Those  who  are  really  Interested, 
drsfr  ■ their  own  improvement,  will  doubtless  have  them  established,  or 
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tMaf  equhndent  Whereas,  observation  ia  the  practical  working  of  the  in- 
titules, whan  required  by  law,  proves  that  those  who  thus  attended,  did  w 
merely  to  fulfil  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  hence  derived  little  real  '"-tie  n. 

Marti  Instruction  —There  are  few  schools  in  which  the  Scriptures  are 
not  read,  and  few  exceptions  where  a decided  moral  influence  is  not  impart- 
ed Thia  la  a subject  of  yital  importance,  and  demands  the  arnest  con- 
sideration of  every  friend  of  education  and  onr  common  school  -vstem. 

» Knowledge  is  power  ” Devoid  of  moral  end  Christian  influences,  it  can-, 
not  but  become  a fearful  instrument  of  evil.  The  importance  „f  -hie  sub- 
ject therefore,  cannot  be  too  frequently  and  urgently  presented.  Lb  rector, 
and  parents  should  hare  a vigilant  eye  to  this  matter,  and  it  should,  in  an 
especial  manner,  claim  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  ministers  of  the 
GoupeL  Their  influence  is  not  brought  to  bear  upon  this  subject  to  the 
extent,  necessary  In  our  common  schools.  Measures  should  he  devised  bf 
which  their  important  fnflnence  may  be  secured  to  Infuse  into  the  school*  a ^ 
higher  moral  and  Christian  tone. 

\ Item  arks  —I  again  express  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  directors, 
touchers  aud  pwrento  far  their  uniform  courtesy,  kiDdness  and  hospitality.^ 
The  frightful  and  devastating  scourge  of  war  which  has  »c  ■ V-  >Tpr<‘ 
our  land,  has  been  severely  felt  in  the  <-a <—  J ed-  a.  Mau)  of  our  best 
touchers  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  work  of  teaching  to  engage  in  the 
aervice  of  their  country— the  attention  of  directors  and  parents  ha*  been  di- 
verted, in  a great  degree,  from  the  subject  of  education,  to  the  all-absorbing 
one  of  tbeir  country’s  salvation,  and  enormous  demands  have  been  made 
upon  tbeir  resources  to  sustain  the  government.  No  interna  has  suffered 
more  than  that  of  education.  Happily,  through  divine  aid,  the  terrible 
scourge  has  been  removed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a new  and  increased  in- 
terest  will  be  infssedinto  our  common  schools  during  the  year,  upon  which 
we  have  now  entered.  Directors,  parents  and  friends  of  education,  we  ass 
yoar  earnest  co-operation. 


* 
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School  Houses  — But  few  new  houses  have  been  erected  this  year,  and 
these  few  are  generally  inferior  to  what  they  should  be. 

We  need  a large  nnmber  of  new  school  houses,  and  now  that  peace  has 
once  more  returned  (o  our  distracted  country,  and  onr  former  prosperity 
promises  soon  to  return,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  construction  of  these  contem- 
plated educational  edifices  will  be  no  longer  postponed.  If  by  deferring  their 
const  ruction  until  materia!  and  labor  are  much  cheaper,  they  should  lie  built 
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yard  callicoes 
pound  sugar 
gallon  whiskey 
pair  shoes 
pair  suspenders 
yard  muselin 
pound  coffee 
cake  soap 
matches 
1 ax 

bed  cord 
first  reader 
slate 

spelling  book 
third  reader 
copy  book 
slate  pencil 
pencil 
arithmetic 
dozen  eggs 
spool  thread 
pair  white  stockings 
pair  gloves 
comb 

handkerchief 
hoop  skirt 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


18 


70 

90 

330 

560 

12*50 

80 

150 

U0 

!0 

1.33*5 

350 

150 

80 

100 

310 

50 

10 

10 

37150 

100 

50 

3/L0 
12 *50 
1U0 
12*50 


Philip  Burtner  was  credited  on  December  31>  1863  with: 


186U 

220 

160 

1.50-2.12 

H50 

330 

UO0 

100 

10 


80 

10 

30 

2U0  - February 

100 


200 

750 


3 chickens  & .30 

3 rabbits  <3  .30 

2 squirrels  @ .15 

2 partridges  0 .20 

total  .9"j> 

William  Drescher  paid  60  for  the  postage  on  a letter  he  picked  up  which 
had  been  sent  to  him  from  Washington. 


Pioneer  Reminiscences 


Because  the  trip  from  Europe  to  eastern  America  was  so  rugged  only 
the  strongest  immigrants  survived,  John  A.  Roebling's  diary  relates 
"The  steerage  passenger  lied  lour  abreast  and  partly,  where  there  are 
children,  five  abreast  in  double  berths  placed  one  above  the  other  along 
the  -walls  of  the  ship.  The  steerage  has  not  sufficient  height  for  one 
to  walk  there  comfortably".  Mr.  Roebling  came  to  America  in  1831. 

Conditions  weren't  better  in  1798-1801. 

The  western  part  of  Pennsylvania  was  literally  a wilderness  when  the 
first  pioneer  came  into  the  area  inhabited  only  by  wild  animals.  Every 
field  had  to  be  grubbed  from  native  forest  and  underbrush.  Animals  such 
as  bears,  wolves,  panthers,  copperhead  and  rattle  snakes  were  among  the 
numerous  animals  to  be  feared.  While  mowing  in  Winfield  Township  the  men 
frequently  wrapped  their  legs  with  hay  to  keep  from  being  snake  bitten. 

One  large  wolf  living  in  the  Corn  Planters  Rim  area  in  Winfield  Township 

Wi.s  said  to  have  made  tracks  as  large  as  a man's  hand.  After  he  had 

killed  five  sheep  belonging  to  Thomas  Bickett  a price  of  $$0  was  put  on 

his  head  and  Ekas  "the  Hunter"  succeeded  in  1829  in  winning  the  reward. 

Decendents  of  John  Maharg  (Penn  Township  1801)  tell  of  a panther  clawing 

the  roof  of  his  first  cabin  and  how  fearful  was  the  family.  None  of  that 

family  left  the  house  at  any  time  without  a gun  for  protection  against  animals. 

Some  idea  of  the  growth  of  the  forest  and  size  of  the  vegetation  can 
be  gotten  from  the  description  of  the  tree  and  grape  vine  found  in  Penn 
Township  by  David  Douthett  in  1873.  The  native  grape  vine  measured  21  inches 
in  circumference  and  its  branches  covered  three  great  oak  trees.  This 
vine  stood  in  the  land  of  James  McCa adless . In  the  same  neighborhood  a 
sassafras  tree  measuring  8 feet  10  inches  in  circumference  was  in  healthy 


condition. 


Elijah  T.  Phillips  captured,  in  this  same  area  in  l88l,  a golden 
eagle  that  measured  7 feet  from  wing  tip  to  wing  tip.  A bear  walked 
down  Main  Street  in  Saxonburg  as  late  as  l8U5« 

Decendents  of  the  Battenfelder  family  of  Saxonburg  relate  that  their 
first  ancestors  from  Germany  lived  their  first  winter  in  this  country  in 
a cave  under  a rock  just  west  of  Saxonburg. 

The  Hoffman  family  tells  of  the  hardships  their  people  experienced 
coming  to  Saxonburg.  The  family  arrived  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia  from 
Germany,  having  buried  one  child  at  sea  who  couldn't  survive  the  arduous 
sea  voyage.  They  had  only  enough  money  to  buy  a small  cart  to  pull  their 
baby  and  some  small  articles  over  the  mountains  for  the  older  people 
walked.  On  their  journey  they  camped  several  days  on  an  island  (probably  in 
the  Susquehanna  River)  and  while  there  one  of  the  older  children  ate  a 
wild  plant  that  resembled  celery  and  died  from  the  affects.  The  writer's 
great-granduncle  was  drowned  while  on  his  way  to  this  area  from  Alsare- 
Lorraine  because  the  horse  he  was  riding  was  carried  down  stream  by  the 
swift  current  of  the  Susquehanna  River. 


